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1.0

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

1.1

This School Travel Plan (STP) has been prepared by Robert West for the Meadow Vale
Primary School, Moordale Avenue, Priestwood, Bracknell RG42 1SY. The location of the
School is shown on Figure 1 (below).

School
Location

Figure 1:
1.2

School Location

This STP has progressed from an initial Framework STP submitted with the planning
application for the expansion of the School by 210 pupils over a phased programme from 2012
to 2018. Previous STPs that have been produced by and on behalf of the School are as follows:
i.

The School produced a STP in 2005 which was approved by Bracknell Forest
Council (BFC);

ii.

The School updated the original STP in 2007 and the update was approved by
BFC;
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iii.

Subsequently, Cole Easdon Consultants (CEC) prepared a STP in March 2010 for
the purposes of supporting a previous planning application for the extension of the
School; and

iv.

The School produced an up-date of their approved 2007 STP in 2011 which was
approved by BFC (see Appendix A).

1.3

The approach to the preparation and submission of this STP has been agreed with BFC
Highway Department and STP Officer. This STP includes the following information at the
request of BFC Highways and STP Officer:
i.

Pupil consultation results;

ii.

Staff consultation results;

iii.

Parent’s consultation results;

iv.

Resident’s consultation results;

v.

Liaison with the School, including responses from the School Governors; and

vi.

A set of STP measures which the School has provided a commitment to
implementing.

1.4

The approved STP will be monitored annually and fully reviewed after three and five years.

1.5

Following this introduction the remainder of this STP is structured as follows:
i.

The relevant planning policies guiding the preparation of travel plans is
summarised in Section 2.0;

ii.

Information on the current operation of the School, including pupil and staff travel
patterns is provided in Section 3.0;

iii.

A review of the current STP and the School’s progress with implementing
measures and initiatives from earlier STPs is contained in Section 4.0;

iv.

Section 5.0 details the outcomes of the consultation exercises that have been
undertaken to inform the STP;

v.

The aims, objectives and new targets that seek to address the impact of the
extension of the School are identified in Section 6.0;
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vi.

The measures and initiatives that will be implemented by the School to achieve set
targets are outlined in Section 7.0;

vii.

Requirements for monitoring and review are set out in Section 8.0; and

viii.

The STP Agreement is provided in Section 9.0.
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2.0

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

2.1

Important legislation and policies relevant to Travel Plans are summarised in Table 2.1 below:
Level

Policy/Legislation

Policy Outcome

International

Rio Earth Summit (1992)

Highlighted international concern at
levels of pollution arising from transport
emissions
Identified need to take positive action to
reduce pollution levels
Led to formation of Local Agenda 21

Government

Kyoto Climate Change
Conference (1997)

Resulted in imposition of legally binding
targets to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions

Road Traffic Reduction Act
(1997)

Resulted in imposition of legally binding
targets to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions

Transport White Paper (1998)
‘A New Deal for Transport:
Better for Everyone’

Highlighted UK Government
commitment to reduce congestion and
promote environmentally friendly modes
of transport.
Emphasised need for a package of
measures to be developed through
partnerships with local councils,
businesses, operators and individuals.

Transport White Paper – A
Transport Network for 2030
(2004)

Extends the first ten-year plan and sets
policy framework. Three central themes
to strategy: sustained investment;
improvements in transport management
and planning.

PPG13 (Planning Policy
Guidance Note 13 Transport)

The revised PPG13 places greater
importance on Travel Plans,
recognising the role that they can play
in contributing towards the delivery of
sustainable transport objectives.
The guidance specifies circumstances
when it would be appropriate for a Local
Authority to require planning
applications to be accompanied by a
Travel Plan, including applications for
all major developments.
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Level

Policy/Legislation

Policy Outcome

Local Government
(Bracknell Forest)

Local Transport Plan 3
(LTP3)

Paragraph 18.3 of LTP3 highlights the
importance of travel to School in the
production of a ‘Sustainable Modes of
Travel to School’ strategy
Policy TP9 of LTP3 states the intention
to promote School Travel Plans in
cooperation with the Borough’s Schools
Paragraph 26.5 indicates the intention
to provide targeted road safety
education and training for groups with a
high tendency towards being involved in
an accident with particular emphasis on
the expansion of School based
pedestrian and cycle training

Local Development
Framework (LDF) Core
Strategy

Policy CS23 Transport promotes travel
planning
Policy CS24 Transport and New
Development states that travel plans
will be required to promote sustainable
travel patterns for work trips

Table 2.1:

Travel Planning Policy Framework
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3.0

EXISTING SCHOOL
General Information

3.1

Meadow Vale Primary School is a maintained non-selective School catering for 420 pupils aged
between 4 years and 11 years. Approximately 141 pupils have additional educational needs
including 10 pupils who have transport requirements and use a taxi for journeys to and from
School. A total of 78 staff members (teaching and non-teaching) are currently employed at the
School.

3.2

The maximum number of staff onsite at any one time is 78. This includes 57 main staff, 2
Koosa employees, 5 facilities staff and 14 lunchtime staff. The maximum number of staff on site
usually occurs between 08:45 and 11:45.

3.3

The Nursery School operates on the same site as the Primary School. It holds two sessions per
day (morning and afternoon). Approximately 26 children attend each session.

3.4

The School opening and closing times are outlined in Table 3.1 below:
Start

Finish

School Site

07:30

18:00

Breakfast Club (Friday Only)

08:00

08:55

Pupil Access to School

08:30

15:35

Pupils Official School Hours

08:55

15:15

After School Club

various

various

After School Activities

various

various

Table 3.1:

Operational Hours

Access and Parking
3.5

There are two vehicular accesses to the School, both located on Moordale Avenue. Segregated
pedestrian accesses are provided on Moordale Avenue, Priestwood Avenue and Windlesham
Road (via Jubilee Walk). Existing car and cycle parking facilities are summarised in Table 3.2.
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Location

Car Parking

Cycle Parking

Eastern Car Park

21 general spaces and 1
disabled space

10 ‘Sheffield’ style stands
(capacity for 20 bicycles)

Western Car Park

6 general spaces and 2 spaces
allocated to specific users

9 ‘Sheffield’ style stands
(capacity for 18 bicycles)

Total

30 spaces

38 spaces

Table 3.2:
3.6

Car and Cycle Parking Provision

Table 3.2 indicates there are a total of 30 demarcated car parking spaces and 38 cycle parking
spaces at the School. It is understood that the on-site car parks currently hold more than the 30
demarcated spaces and that cars frequently park in unmarked areas.

3.7

On average, 55 cars are parked in the on site car parks during the mornings and 53 cars are
parked on site during the afternoons.
Catchment Area

3.8

The catchment area of the School comprises the residential areas of Priestwood, Farley Wood
and Temple Park areas of Bracknell. Information contained in the March 2010 STP identified
that a high proportion of pupils live within 1 mile of the School (85%).

3.9

Staff postcode data was collected in a travel survey undertaken in October 2009. The results
are outlined in Table 3.3. A total of 44 out of a total of 77 members of staff responded to the
survey (response rate of 57%).
Distance travelled to School

Number of Staff

Percentage

0.5 Miles

11

25%

1 – 2 Miles

11

25%

2 – 5 Miles

10

23%

5 Miles or More

12

27%

Total

44

100%

Table 3.3:

Staff Home Postcodes

3.10 Table 3.3 indicates that 50% of staff live within 2 miles (3.2 km) of the School.

This is

considered a reasonable walk or cycle distance. An additional 23% live within 5 miles (8 km).
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Plans illustrating the spread of staff and pupil home postcodes are contained in Appendix B of
this report.
Travel Patterns
3.11 The existing travel patterns of pupils have been identified from the results of a School Census
undertaken in January 2011. The mode share results are shown in Table 3.4. It is noted that the
School Census included both Primary School and Nursery School children. The overall mode
share data has only been applied to the 420 Primary School pupils.
Mode of Travel

Pupil Numbers

Percentage Mode Share

(calculated)
Walk

339

80.8%

Cycle

1

0.2%

Car / Van

65

15.4%

Car Share

5

1.3%

Taxi

9

2.1%

Public Service Bus

1

0.2%

Total

420

100.0%

Table 3.4:

Pupil Mode Share – calculated

3.12 Table 3.4 demonstrates that the majority of pupils travel by sustainable modes (346 or 82.5% of
all pupils including those in a car sharing arrangement with another family). Of the remaining
17.5% a total of 15.4% travel in a single occupancy vehicle and 2.1% travel by taxi.
3.13 On 16th September 2010 a staff survey was undertaken by Cole Easdon Consultants (CEC) at
the request of Highways Officers at BFC. This information formed part of a Technical Note on
Staff Parking which is included as Appendix C for information and reference purposes.
3.14 The mode share results of the staff survey undertaken in September 2010 are shown in Table
3.5. Table 3.5 also indicates the calculated number of staff per mode based on total members
of staff currently employed at the School.
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Mode of Travel

Staff Numbers

Staff Numbers

September 2010

September 2010

(actual surveyed)

(calculated)

Walk

10

17

21%

Car

38

61

79%

Total

48

77

100%

Table 3.5:

Percentage Mode
Share

Staff Mode Share – actual and calculated

3.15 Table 3.5 demonstrates that the private car is the most popular method of travel to School for
staff, followed by walking. The survey investigated the reasons why staff travel to School by car
and it was suggested that the majority of staff drive because of the distance between their home
address and the School. However Table 3.3 and Appendix B demonstrate that 50% of all staff
live within 2 miles of the School and 73% of all staff live within 5 miles of the School. This
indicates at least half of all staff live within a reasonable walk or cycle distance.
3.16 It was also noted that 36 staff (95%) of those who said they drove to School in the survey
undertaken in September 2010 park their car within the School grounds. The remaining 2 staff
parked on Moordale Avenue.
3.17 As will be outlined in Section 5.0 the School will consult with staff on an annual basis and obtain
information on their travel patterns during the same month as pupil ‘hands up’ surveys
(October).
Existing Travel Issues
3.18 The consultation exercises undertaken as part of this STP have identified issues relating to the
journey to School and traffic and parking issues in the local road network surrounding the
School, particularly during peak drop off and pick periods.
3.19 These are outlined here and discussed in more detail in Section 5.
i.

Traffic congestion during morning and afternoon drop off and pick up periods;

ii.

Parking congestion/ lack of parking during morning and afternoon drop off and pick
up periods;

iii.

Gridlocked roads resulting in vehicles mounting pavements to pass each other;
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iv.

School Keep Clear line being used as a drop off/ pick up facility;

v.

Speed of traffic on surrounding roads;

vi.

Lack of safe pedestrian/ School crossing facilities;

vii.

Delivery vehicles arriving at main drop off and pick up periods; and

viii.

Lack of safe cycle paths.
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4.0

SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN REVIEW

4.1

This section reviews the current STP and the progress made in achieving the targets set in
previous STPs for Meadow Vale Primary School.
Management Structure

4.2

An STP Working Group was established in 2005 to oversee the development of the STP and
provide high level management support. People included within the STP Working Group were:

4.3

i.

A Local Authority Governor;

ii.

A member of Staff;

iii.

Community Governor and Chair of Environment Committee; and

iv.

Head Teacher.

Additionally, two officers from BFC acted as advisors to the STP Working Group:
i.

Phillip Burke, School Travel Plan Officer; and

ii.

Tina Housego, Road Safety Officer.

Measures and Initiatives
4.4

It is understood that the following measures have been implemented since the first STP was
written in 2005:
i.

The STP has been made available to staff, parents and pupils;

ii.

The School involves pupils in the collection of data;

iii.

A School Champion was appointed to manage the STP;

iv.

A designated notice board was allocated for the display of STP and related
information;

v.

A display of STP and related information is produced for Parent’s Evenings;

vi.

Information on School transport is included in School newsletters;
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vii.

A scheme to lower speed limits on the streets surrounding the School was
implemented;

viii.

A scheme to introduce speed humps and restricted parking on Priestwood Avenue
to remove parking from outside the School gates;

ix.

Consultation with BFC regarding the introduction of pedestrian crossings on
Wokingham Road and Moordale Avenue was undertaken;

x.

The School participates in Walk to School Week;

xi.

Pedestrian safety training is provided to pupils;

xii.

Introduction of secure and covered cycle parking sheds for use by pupils, parents
and staff;

xiii.

Cycle training is provided to pupils under the age of 10 years;

xiv.

Bike Doctor sessions are provided;

xv.

A box of ‘spare’ bicycle equipment is kept at the School;

xvi.

Park and walk is encouraged;

xvii.

Provision of information to parents on car sharing;

xviii. Use of the School newsletter to reinforce new STP ideas to parents; and
xix.

Liaison with Community Police in relation to monitoring of parking activity
associated with the School.
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Mode Shift and STP Performance
4.5

School Census surveys are used to monitor the performance of the STP. The results of surveys
undertaken since January 2005 (with the exception of 2006) are outlined in Table 4.1 below.

Date of Survey

Walking

Cycling

Car

Other

January 2005

61%

0%

35%

4%

January 2007

66%

0%

29%

4%

January 2008

70%

0%

24%

5%

January 2009

75%

0%

20%

6%

January 2010

77%

0%

18%

4%

January 2011

81%

0%

15%

4%

Table 4.1:
4.6

Percentage Mode Shift – Pupil School Census Data 2005 - 2011

Table 4.1 indicates that a total mode shift of 20%, from 35% to 15%, has occurred from private
occupancy vehicles and that walking has increased by 20%, from 61% to 81%, between 2005
and 2011. There has been no change in the number of pupils cycling.

4.7

It is understood that ‘Other’ relates to use of taxis and public service vehicles. This has tended
to remain constant as it is influenced by transport required for use by pupils with Special
Educational Needs.

4.8

Information from travel surveys undertaken at other times of the year suggests, as can be
expected, that travel patterns differ between terms. Three surveys have been undertaken during
the autumn term with varying results, as shown in Table 4.2 below.

Date of Survey

Walking

Cycling

Car

Other

November 2004

55%

0%

40%

5%

October 2006

67%

0%

33%

n/a

October 2009

69%

1%

26%

4%

Table 4.2:

Seasonal Variation in Pupil Mode Share
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5.0

AGREEMENT AND CONSULTATION

5.1

Consultation exercises with pupils, staff, parents, School Governors and the Head Teacher of
the School along with local residents and BFC Highways, STP Coordinator and Road Safety
Officer have all helped shape this document to enable this STP to be produced.

5.2

This STP will be approved by BFC and the School.

Section 9 of this STP provides the

Agreement that will be signed once the STP is approved.
5.3

The following outlines the main issues that were raised in the July 2011 consultation process.
Pupil Consultation

5.4

The School undertook a ‘hands up’ survey with pupils in July 2011. The results of this survey
were supplied by the School and are detailed in Table 5.1.
Mode Share

%

Additional Trips
210 pupils

Walk

88%

185

0%

0

Cycle

1%

2

Car (single occupancy)

9%

19

Car (car share)

1%

2

Taxi

1%

2

Car Total

11%

23

Total

100%

210

Public Transport
(Bus/Underground/Rail)

Table 5.1: Pupil Mode Share Data - July 2011
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5.5

The data provided by the School provided a ‘total car trip’ mode share and did not distinguish
between single occupancy trips and car share journeys. Therefore the total car trips have been
split between single occupancy, car sharing and taxi trips using the previous mode split
included within the January 2011 School Census mode share data.
Parents and Carers Consultation

5.6

Parents of pupils attending the School were sent a letter in July 2011 asking for their comments
on their child’s journey to School and general traffic related issues. A total of 87 parents
responded to the travel survey. An example of the parent consultation letter can be found in
Appendix E.

5.7

83 parents (95%) responded to the first question which identified how far they live from the
School. The results indicated that 57% of pupils live within a 15 minute walk and 85% live
within a 20 minute walk. A total of 23% live within a 5 minute walk of the School.
Minutes

% Pupils

0-5

23%

5-10

17%

10-15

17%

15-20

28%

Over 20

10%

No response

5%

Total

100%

Table 5.2: Journey Time to School
5.8

Parental opinion on the most difficult part of their journey to School was clearly identified, with
crossing roads safely noted by 54% of all parents. 13 parents (15%) did not provide an answer
to this question or stated there was nothing difficult about their journey to School. Moordale
Avenue, Priestwood Avenue and Stoney Road were mentioned numerous times.

5.9

In terms of the factors that influence the parent’s choice of mode of transport for the journey to
School, a large proportion mentioned work as a key factor. Other common themes included
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safety, the weather and distance between home and School. Of those that mentioned distance
there was no direct correlation between that and how far they actually live from the School.
5.10 Parents were asked for their thoughts on traffic and parking around the School. 83 (95%) of the
87 responses provided a response to this question. The responses indicated the majority of
parents, just over half, focused on difficulty parking during drop off and pick up. A total of 30%
focused on the traffic and congested roads nearby the School and 18% had issues with regards
to speed and comments that the roads were very busy. There were positive comments and the
suggestion of a drop-off zone within the School grounds was provided as a comment.
5.11 Finally parents were asked if there was anything that would encourage them to allow their child
to walk, use public transport or cycle to School. A total of 11 parents responded that there were
initiatives and measures that could be implemented to encourage them to walk their child to
School.

The majority of parental responses suggested that improved pedestrian crossings

would be required to encourage them to walk to School. The introduction of a walking bus was
also noted.
5.12 A total of 9 parents stated that they would be encouraged to use public transport with their child
if the bus service was free, cheaper or more reliable. Also the age of their children was
mentioned as a factor deterring them from using public transport.
5.13 A larger proportion of the parents (57 or 66%) in total agreed that there were measures that
could encourage their children to cycle to School. Of these 57, 35% (20) stated that traffic
calming measures or help crossing roads would help in getting their children to cycle. Provision
of adequate storage was noted by 33% (19) of parents, this was followed by 18% (10)
suggesting increases in the provision of cycling training sessions and 14% (8) suggesting that
improved cycle paths on the local highway network would help.
5.14 Conclusions of the consultation exercise with parents and carers indicated that they would be
encouraged to travel to School with their children by more sustainable modes if improvements
were made to cycling facilities, if safer pedestrian routes were provided and if a more reliable
bus service was available.
Staff
5.15 The Head Teacher consulted with all School staff internally. A short travel questionnaire was
distributed to obtain information on how members of staff travel to School and their views on
issues associated with the journey. An example of the questionnaire can be found in Appendix
E. Postcode plots showing the location of where staff live can be found in Appendix B.
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5.16 The staff survey was carried out to gain an understanding of their current travel patterns and
their opinion on what would encourage them to travel sustainably by public transport, cycle or
on foot. The results are summarised in the following paragraphs.
5.17 Table 5.3 shows a comparison between the current main mode of transport members of staff
use, the final mode of transport they use and the preferred mode of transport that staff wish to
use for their journey to School.
Mode

Main Mode

Final Mode

Preferred Mode

Car

37

79%

34

72%

25

52%

Car

0

0%

0

0%

2

4%

Train

0

0%

1

2%

1

2%

Cycle

1

2%

1

2%

4

8%

Walk

9

19%

11

23%

16

33%

Total

47

100%

47

100%

48

100%

share

Table 5.3: Comparison between current main mode of travel and preferred mode of
travel.
5.18 The main mode of travel used by staff is the single occupancy private car, at 79% of all
respondents. Following this, walking accounted for 19% of the mode share and cycling just 2%.
No members of staff came by public transport for their main mode of transport.
5.19 In terms of final mode of travel, three of the members of staff that drive as their main mode of
transport then either walk or use the train to travel to the School as their final mode. The final
mode walk time was noted to be between 2 – 25 minutes which will include some of the
journeys that are made where walking is the main mode as well as the final mode.
5.20 Staff were asked what their preferred mode of transport for their journey to School would be.
There was an increase in the number of staff that would prefer to walk to School which
increased by 10% from 23% to 33%. A total of 8% of staff indicated they would prefer to cycle
and 4% indicated they wanted to car share.
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5.21 There was a decrease in the amount of staff that would prefer to drive to School at 52%
compared to the 79% of staff that currently indicate they travel by single occupancy private
vehicle as their main mode of transport.
5.22 Following this, staff identified what measures would encourage them to use public transport, to
walk or cycle to the School. These are identified in the following three tables.
Measure

Number of responses

Percentage

No measure would affect
mode choice

13

43%

Distance

2

7%

Location of bus stops

2

7%

Cost

5

17%

Frequency and reliability

7

23%

Other

1

3%

Total

30

100%

Table 5.4: Measures that would encourage staff to travel by public transport
5.23 Table 5.4 shows that there are no measures that would encourage the majority of staff to travel
by public transport. However 23% of respondents suggested that an improvement in the
reliability of services or a reduction in the cost would encourage them.
5.24 Table 5.5 summaries the measures that would encourage staff to cycle to the School.
Measure

Number of responses

Percentage

No measure would affect
mode choice

18

53%

Weather

1

3%

Changing facilities

1

3%

Cycle paths

5

15%

Children as a responsibility

1

3%

Other

8

24%

Total

34

100%

Table 5.5: Measures that would encourage staff to cycle to the School
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5.25 As with public transport improvements the majority, 53%, of respondents stated that nothing
would encourage them to cycle to the School. The ‘other’ category which had 24% included
responses such as:
i.

Less vehicles on the road;

ii.

Having less things to take home;

iii.

Living closer to the School; and

iv.

Having the “will power” to cycle.

5.26 Table 5.6 details the measures that would encourage staff to walk to the School.
Measure

Number of responses

Percentage

No measure would affect
mode choice

6

17%

Shorter distance

19

53%

Later start time

1

3%

Other commitments

3

8%

Reduced cost

5

14%

Already walk

2

6%

Total

36

101%

Table 5.6: Measures that would encourage staff to travel by public transport
5.27 Table 5.6 indicates that if staff lived closer to the School they would be more willing to walk.
However the postcode data included in Appendix A indicates that a high percentage of staff
already live within a reasonable walking distance to the School. This indicates that there is
scope to initiate mode change to increase the number of staff walking to School.
5.28 To conclude. The staff consultation results indicates that if staff lived closer to the School then
a higher number would walk. The majority of staff felt that nothing would entice them to use
public transport or cycle to School although a few members of staff indicated that if public
services were more reliable and more frequent they would be more willing to use it and some
members of staff stated that if there were better cycle paths and improved cycle changing
facilities at the School that they would also be willing to cycle to School.
School Governors
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5.29 A letter was sent to the School Governors asking for their opinion on traffic issues relating to the
School. An example of the letter can be found in Appendix E.
5.30 The Head Teacher discussed the Framework Travel Plan with Governors at the School and
comments were provided on the text which have been incorporated into this STP. No specific
traffic related issues were raised by individual Governors, however it is noted that there was a
very small timeframe with which to provide responses and future consultation exercises would
provide a longer consultation period to allow for an increased response rate.
Local Residents
5.31 A resident consultation leaflet (an example can be found in Appendix E) was distributed to 500
homes in the local vicinity of the School.
5.32 The local residents were asked to take part in the consultation and provide their opinion on
specific topics. Firstly the residents identified which road they lived on. Table 5.7 outlines the
results.

Road

Number of resident
responses

Fernhill Close

2

Priestwood Avenue

7

Moordale Avenue

3

Coppice Green

2

Windlesham

0

Windmill Road

2

Brook Green

1

Weycrofts

2

Table 5.7: Resident consultation responses per street
5.33 It should be noted that the out of the 500 leaflets that were distributed to local residents only 19
responses were received. This is a response rate of less than 4%. This very low response rate
could indicate that the majority of local residents do not have any significant issues with the
existing highway issues or the proposed expansion.
5.34 The majority of residents, 82%, thought that the traffic levels and safety on local roads was
poor. The remaining 18% thought that it was satisfactory or good. When asked to justify their
response there was a general consensus that traffic and parking were the main issues. Those
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that live on Moordale Avenue and Windmill Road and Coppice Green answered negatively to
the question, while those on Priestwood Avenue and Fernhill Close were of mixed opinion
indicating that traffic problems are not as prevalent on these roads.
5.35 The local residents were asked to document their ideas to reduce traffic on the local roads, the
results are summarised in Table 5.8.
5.36 Table 5.8 Residents ideas on how to reduce traffic on the local roads
Ideas to reduce traffic

Percentage of respondents

Encourage parents and children to walk or
cycle

17%

Implement a School bus

11%

Expand or put a drop off zone in Jocks
Road car park

44%

Reduce the speed limit

17%

Implement parking restrictions on local
residential roads

1%

Table 5.8: Residents consultation responses – how to reduce traffic
5.37 The main suggestion, by 33% of residents, was to utilise the Jock’s Lane car park with the
suggestion of a drop off zone being mentioned. Other suggestions that were broadly mentioned
included encouraging parents and their children to walk or cycle to School, implementation of a
dedicated School bus, a reduction in the speed limit and controlled parking to prohibit people
parking outside their homes.
5.38 In conclusion to the resident survey, overall residents appear to be dissatisfied with the levels of
traffic and parking on the local roads during term time. Their suggestions to improve the
situation on the local highway network include encouraging parents and children to walk or
cycle to School as well as further parking provision and a drop off zone within the Jock’s Lane
car park.
Road Safety Officer/ School Travel Plan Coordinator
5.39 The Road Safety Officer and School Travel Plan Coordinator at BFC were provided with a copy
of the Framework STP. The comments have been incorporated within this STP.
5.40 Accident data was provided as part of an Addendum Transport that was written for the planning
application.
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5.41 The detailed analysis can be found in that report. A brief overview is provided below.
i.

Two accidents involved children of primary school age and occurred in the School
peak drop off and pick up periods. Both accidents involved issues of road safety
awareness. Details of these accidents are set out in the paragraphs below;

ii.

A total of 20 accidents were recorded between May 2006 and April 2011;

iii.

A total of 23 slight injuries and 1 serious injury was recorded. No fatal injuries were
recorded;

iv.

5 accidents occurred in the AM peak hours (07:00-10:00);

v.

3 accidents occurred in the PM peak hours (15:00-18:00);

vi.

8 accidents involved persons under the age of 20; and

vii.

The majority of accidents involved cars.

Moordale Avenue/ approximately 70m south of Longmoors
5.42 At 08:45 on 21st October 2009 a 5 year old boy sustained slight injuries when he ran into the
path of a car without looking or stopping. Measures set out in the School Travel Plan will look
at educating primary school pupils within the curriculum for issues relating to safe routes to
School and road safety awareness.

Moordale Avenue, approximately 60m west of the junction with Priestwood Avenue (opposite
house number 64)
5.43 A 9 year old girl was slightly injured when she crossed the road without looking and collided
with a car. The accident occurred at 15:30 on 20th January 2010.
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6.0

AIMS, OBJECTIVES AND TARGETS
Main Aim

6.1

This STP addresses the impact of the travel demands of the Meadow Vale Primary School
following the expansion of 210 pupils and associated staff which is expected to commence in
September 2012 and be completed in September 2018.

6.2

The impact of the travel demands of the expanded School will be addressed through the
promotion of the Jock’s Lane car park walking bus scheme, walking, cycling, use of public
transport and car sharing as alternatives to the use of the private car for journeys to and from
School by both pupils and staff.

6.3

It is the main aim of this STP is to ensure that the roads in the immediate vicinity of the School
do not become any more congested as a result of the expansion.
Objectives

6.4

The objectives of this STP are to promote the following:
i.

The use of the Jock’s Lane car park walking bus scheme as an alternative drop off
and pick facility;

ii.

Walking to School, or where possible cycling and use of public transport;

iii.

Travel by car to and from School only where it is absolutely necessary;

iv.

Road Safety – learning to walk and cross the road in a safe manner and what
makes a route or crossing point the best choice;

v.

Making routes to School safe and attractive;

vi.

Enjoying all aspects of our surroundings on the journey to School and come and go
in friendship groups;

vii.

Learning about the issues created by cars on the road and how to address these
problems; and

viii.

Educating about the health benefits of walking and cycling.
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Targets
6.5

Meadow Vale Primary School has achieved success with reaching targets since the
implementation of the first STP in 2005. This section seeks to outline new targets which aim to
address the potential impact of the expansion of the School in terms of increased pupil and staff
car journeys.

6.6

The recent STP Review produced by the School does not include any targets. The Review
assumes that new targets will be set and agreed following confirmation of the decision to
proceed with expanding the School. It is intended that the targets outlined in this STP will be
implementation by the School prior to the first year of expansion (September 2012). They will
be subject to review following the first set of monitoring travel surveys.

6.7

The commitment of the School in implementing measures and initiatives contained in previous
STPs and the success in achieving and exceeding STP targets has been taken into account in
determining new targets for the period of this STP and future STP Reviews. The new targets
accord with the S – M – A – R – T principle in that they can be described as:

S

Specific

M

Measurable

A

Achievable

R

Realistic

T

Timebound
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Targets for Pupil Mode Shift
6.8

The increase in trips by pupils using all modes of travel during the first and final years of the
expansion of the School is outlined in Table 6.1. This assumes that the mode share remains the
same as that identified in the January 2011 School Census.
Mode of Travel

Existing Mode
Share (Jan 2011)

Pupil Numbers
(Jan 2011)

Pupil Numbers
(Sept 2018)

Walking

80.8%

339

509

Cycling

0.2%

1

1

Car/Van

15.4%

65

97

Car Share

1.3%

5

8

Taxi

2.1%

9

13

Bus

0.2%

1

1

Total

100.0%

420

630 1

Table 6.1:

1

Expected Trip Generation (Calculated Pupils Numbers)

Rounding has occurred
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6.9

Table 6.1 demonstrates that if no additional measures and initiatives are implemented the
number of pupils brought to School in a single occupancy private car is expected to increase by
32 from 65 students to 97 students by the time the School is fully expanded in September 2018.
This equates to an additional 64 two-way vehicle movements on the local highway network
during peak drop off and pick periods.

6.10 The main aim of this STP is to address the impact of the expansion of the School in terms of
travel demands. Using the figures set out in Table 6.1 there would have to be a reduction of 32
students arriving by car in no additional vehicle trips to the site post expansion and therefore
would not worsen the existing situation in the roads in the immediate vicinity.
6.11 The short term targets for mode shift by 2014 are outlined in Table 6.2. It is expected that in
September 2014 there will be 510 students attending the School. The main short term target is
to have a minimum of 15 students using the Jock’s Lane car park walking bus facility.
6.12 The baseline trip generation shows the anticipated future trips and associated mode share
based on existing January 2011 mode share data. The target trip generation and proposed
mode shares are based on what can be achieved upon implementation of the measures set out
in the STP.

Mode of
Travel

Existing
Mode Share
(Jan 2011)

Baseline Trip
Generation
(Sept 2014)

Target Trip
Generation
(Sept 2014)

Proposed
Mode Share
(Sept 2014)

Proposed
Mode Shift
Targets

Walking

80.8%

412

416

81.6%

+0.8%

Cycling

0.2%

1

2

0.4%

+0.2%

Car/Van

15.4%

78

65

12.7%

-2.7%

Walking Bus

0%

0

8

1.6%

+1.6%

Car Share

1.3%

7

7

1.3%

-

Taxi

2.1%

11

11

2.1%

-

Bus

0.2%

1

1

0.2%

-

Total

100.0%

510

510

100.0%

Table 6.2:

Short term mode shift targets - pupils (2014)
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6.13 It has been assumed that the Jock’s Lane car park walking bus scheme will be operational by
2014. A target has been set that there will be 8 students using the walking bus scheme in
2014.

It is assumed these students would have previously been included within the car

category. For monitoring purposes a walking bus mode of travel will be included within the
monitoring surveys.
6.14 Long term targets for mode shift by 2018 are outlined in Table 6.3. The baseline trip generation
shows the anticipated future trips and associated mode share based on existing January 2011
mode share data. The target trip generation and proposed mode shares are based on what can
be achieved upon implementation of the measures set out in the STP.
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Mode of
Travel

Mode Share
(Jan 2011)

Baseline Trip
Generation
(Sept 2018)

Target Trip
Generation
(Sept 2018)

Proposed
Mode Share
(Sept 2018)

Proposed
Mode Shift
Targets

Walking

80.8%

509

515

81.7%

+0.9%

Cycling

0.2%

1

3

0.5%

+0.3%

Car/Van

15.4%

97

65

10.3%

-5.1%

Walking Bus

0%

0

25

4.0%

+4.0%

Car Share

1.3%

8

8

1.3%

-

Taxi

2.1%

13

13

2.1%

-

Bus

0.2%

1

1

0.2%

-

Total

100.0%

630 2

630

100.0%

Table 6.3:

Long term mode shift targets - pupils (2018)

Targets for Staff Mode Shift
6.15 It is understood an additional 11 staff members will be employed at the School by the time the
full expansion programme is completed in September 2018.
6.16 The increase in trips by staff using all modes of travel during the first and final years of the
expansion of the School is outlined in Table 6.4. This assumes that the mode share remains the
same as that identified in the survey undertaken in September 2010.
Mode of Travel

Staff
Numbers
(Sept 2010)

Staff
Numbers
(Sept 2010)

Actual

Calculated

Staff Numbers (Sept
2018)

Walking

21%

10

16

18

Car/Van

79%

38

61

70

Total

100.0%

48

77

88

Table 6.4:

2

Existing
Mode Share
(Sept 2010)

Expected Trip Generation (Staff)

Rounding has occurred.
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6.17 According to the September 2010 survey data approximately 61 of the total 77 members of staff
currently drive to School and that this is expected to increase to 70 by September 2018 should
travel patterns remain unchanged.
6.18 It should be recognised that the actual number of staff taking part in the 2010 survey was 48
and that of those a total of 38 drove to the School. It was also indicated in the survey that 36 of
these staff were able to park on site and only 2 members of staff parked on street (Moordale
Avenue). The School only has 25 full time members of teaching staff and 52 support staff. It has
been previously stated in this report that it is unlikely that all staff are on site at any one time.
6.19 Whilst it is understood that all staff will be present on site at any one time for the purpose of this
STP Table 6.5, Expected Trip Generation, has been based on the total future number of staff
attending the site (88) to provide a robust assessment and worst case scenario.
6.20 This STP seeks to minimise the impact of the expansion of the School in terms of the travel
demands. For staff, this means minimising the level of demand for car parking so that demand
for car parking is brought in line with supply and on street parking is avoided where possible.
Long term targets for reducing the impact of staff car travel are outlined in Table 6.5 below.
Mode of Travel

Existing
Mode Share
(Sept 2010)

Baseline
Trip Gen
(Sept 2018)

Target
Trip Gen
(Sept
2018)

Proposed
Mode
Share
(Sept 2018)

Target
Mode
Shift

Walking

21%

18

20

23%

+2%

Cycling

0%

0

3

3%

+3%

Car/Van

79%

70

59

67%

-12%

Car/Van Sharing

0%

0

6

10%

+10%

Total

100.0%

88

88

100%

Table 6.5:

Staff mode shift targets

6.21 The 2018 mode shift targets for staff can be summarised as follows:
i.

Increase of 2% in staff walking to School;

ii.

Increase of 3% in staff cycling to School;

iii.

Increase of 7% in staff sharing lifts with other members of staff; and

iv.

Decrease of 12% in staff driving to School as a single occupancy car driver.
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6.22 These targets have been discussed with the STP Coordinator at BFC and with the School.
They have been agreed in principle and are subject to review following the results and analysis
of the first set of pupil and staff travel surveys.
6.23 The measures and initiatives that will be implemented by the School to achieve the targets
outlined in this STP are described in Section 7.0.

Meadow Vale Primary School
Framework School Travel Plan

2821/008/R002/REV F
Page 30

Rail
Buildings
Infrastructure
Transport & Environment

7.0

MEASURES AND INITIATIVES

7.1

This section outlines the measures and initiatives that the School have provided a commitment
to undertaking to achieve the mode shift necessary to meet the targets set out in Section 6.0.
These measures feed into a new Action Plan which can be found in Appendix D.

7.2

The measures and initiatives contained in previous STPs including the STP Review dated 2011
have been considered along with the comments of the STP officer at BFC and liaison with the
School.
On-Going Measures and Initiatives

7.3

The following points summarise on-going measures and initiatives that are undertaken by the
School already and that will be continued:
i.

Inclusion of information on School transport in the School newsletter;

ii.

Use of the School newsletter to promote the STP and new measures and
initiatives;

iii.

Inclusion of sustainable travel and the effect of travel choice on the environment in
the School curriculum;

iv.

Participation in Walk to School Week;

v.

Provision of Pedestrian Safety and Cycle Proficiency Training to pupils;

vi.

Bike Doctor visits;

vii.

Cycle to work scheme for staff;

viii.

Provision of a bicycle ‘spares’ kit in the School office; and

ix.

Liaison with the Community Police on monitoring activity associated with drop off
and collection in the vicinity of the School.

New Measures and Initiatives
7.4

From review of the data collected in surveys undertaken since the School’s first STP it is
evident that a limited number of pupils and staff cycle to School or have a car share
arrangement. Whilst it is acknowledged that walking is likely to remain the most popular mode
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of travel for pupils and the private car is likely to remain the main mode of choice for staff it is
thought that there is an opportunity to increase the number of cyclists and car sharers.
7.5

Section 6.0 outlines new targets for mode shift in respect of pupil and staff trips to School and
seeks to increase walking, cycling and car sharing relative to a reduction in the use of the
private car for the journey to and from the School. The measures and initiatives identified below
are therefore focused on achieving these targets.
STP on School Website

7.6

A STP tab will be included on the main School homepage to increase ease of access to
information. This will include a copy of the agreed STP along with other STP measures (set out
below). This will enable visitors to the website to have easy access to all STP and sustainable
travel information.
STP Information

7.7

The School will include information on the STP in the School prospectus and will produce a
STP Information Leaflet which will be included within the ‘New Parent Packs’ provided to new
pupils starting in the summer term for all new September starters.

7.8

This will be undertaken for all students when the full STP review occurs.
Road Safety

7.9

In conjunction with the Road Safety Officer at BFC the School will hold Road Safety Education
Days. The School will plan appropriate Road Safety Awareness information to be included
within the curriculum for Years 1-5.

7.10 The School will continue to partake in the Inter School Quiz run by BFC Road Safety Team.
7.11 The School will liaise with the BFC Road Safety Team to obtain Road Safety Education packs
and to discuss further initiatives that can be offered throughout the year.
Walk on Wednesday
7.12 The School will liaise with BFC STP Coordinator to arrange organisation and materials required
to partake in the Walk on Wednesday scheme. The School will partake on Walk on Wednesday
with the support of BFC STP Coordinator.
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Breakfast Club
7.13 The breakfast club at the School runs every morning. The Friday breakfast club also allows
parents to have breakfast with their child. On average there are between 10-14 pupils attending
each session Monday-Thursday.

The Friday parent and child session on average serves

between 35-40 breakfasts. The session runs between 08:00 and 08:35.
7.14 The School will continue to run the breakfast club during the week and continue to run the
Friday parent and child session.
7.15 The School has capacity to accommodate 32 pupils at the breakfast club and an additional
member of staff attends when more than 16 bookings are taken. The School will advertise the
breakfast club on the STP page on the School website with the aim of increasing its use to its
full capacity.
After School Clubs
7.16 The School will run a variety of after School clubs every day of the week.
7.17 The School will continue to support KOOSA Care for after School and holiday care for pupils
aged between 4-13 years located on the School site in the Acorn Centre. This privately run
club has capacity for 26 children and costs £9.50 per session. A link to the KOOSA Kids Club
website will be provided in the STP section on the School website.
Curriculum
7.18 The School will plan new concepts and projects within the curriculum. This may include topics
on environment, health, impacts of vehicle use, getting children to show their route to School on
a plan, undertake individual route safety assessments for children, and how to behave on public
transport. The School will plan the above for each year group ensuring that the appropriate
curriculum is fulfilled.
Health and Environment
7.19 The School will introduce a notice board dedicated to promoting the benefits of walking and
cycling. This will include information from the BFC School Travel Plan and School Nurse Team.
This will be updated regularly to keep pupils interested in learning about the health benefits to
themselves and the benefits to the environment that using sustainable modes of travel can
have.
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Maintenance and Improvement
7.20 The School will continue to have pupils taking pride in the School and undertaking litter
collecting duties during break and lunch times.
7.21 The School will start to grow saplings in the greenhouse which will be planted on the School
grounds upon completion of the building works.
7.22 An Eco-Schools leaflet will be produced by the School which will be placed on the School
Travel page on the website to raise awareness of the School environment.
Cycling
7.23 It has been noted by the School that whilst there are numerous cycle paths leading to the
School that the safety of these routes is not at a standard which encourages parents to allow
their child to cycle.
7.24 It is noted that cars park on the cycle paths and that enforcement officers are not present to
deter this. The School will liaise with BFC Road Safety Officer to determine safe cycle routes
for pupils and discuss enforcement measures to improve the safety of cycle routes leading to
the School.
7.25 The age of the pupils would also limit those that can come independently by cycle therefore the
School will encourage parents to cycle to School with younger pupils or to allow their child to be
accompanied on a cycle by an older sibling.
7.26 Cycling to School will be encouraged on the School Travel Plan webpage and in the STP leaflet
in the ‘New Parent Packs’ and the School prospectus.
7.27 A Bicycle User Group (BUG) will be set up for staff and pupils. This will take the form of a
weekly break time discussion group for pupils and staff who cycle to School who wish to share
their experiences and can provide useful insights to other cyclists.
7.28 A ‘cycle buddy’ scheme will be implemented to allow children to cycle to School in groups. It is
recognised that parents may only wish their child to be taken by someone they know therefore
the ‘cycle buddy’ scheme will be suggested as something that parents individually implement
between groups of friends or trusted person as opposed to a matching service provided by the
School.
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7.29 Cycle training will be provided to children aged 10 and over, and off road cycle training is to be
delivered to 8/9 year olds.
Car Sharing
7.30 The School will open a car sharing forum for parents on the School Travel Plan page on the
website. This will enable like minded parents to contact each other to arrange car shares etc.
The web page will also encourage parents to ask other parents about the possibility of car
sharing. Once parents start discussing this they may find many of them share routes and that
car sharing can be economical from a financial and time saving perspective.
7.31 A link to Bracknell Forest Travelshare website will be placed on the School Travel Plan page on
the School website (www.bracknellforesttravelshare.co.uk) and will be promoted to staff on the
staffroom notice board and to pupils and parents in the STP leaflet included in the ‘New Parent
Pack’.
Priority Parking
7.32 The School will monitor car park use and should car park use exceed supply then a number of
on-site parking bays will be allocated for car sharers.
Visitor Information
7.33 The School will produce text providing directions to the School using sustainable modes and
stating that there is no on-site car parking availability for visitors. This will be included at the
end of all emails and letters to demonstrate the School’s dedication to sustainable modes of
travel.
Walking Bus
7.34 It is recognised that the Jock’s Lane Car Park can provide a suitable alternative parking location
for parents to drop off and collect pupils. The use of the car park, which is currently well below
capacity and off the public highway, would result in a reduced impact on the local residential
amenity in the streets surrounding the School.
7.35 The car park is owned by Bracknell Town Council and includes a coffee shop, tennis courts,
mini-golf, paddling pool and children’s play area which was refurbished and opened by the
th
Mayor on 26 August 2010.

7.36 Bracknell Town Council has agreed in principle that the car park can be used for a walking bus
between the School and the car park for up to 30 pupils.
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7.37 Offering incentives will encourage pupils to be dropped off and collected at the car park. This
would include providing pupils with a token which would then be collected at the end of the
week/ month with those with the highest number of tokens gaining rewards. This is shown to be
successful as it enables pupils to request that parents allow them to take part.
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8.0

MONITORING AND REVIEW

8.1

This Section outlines the procedures that will be in place to monitor and review this STP.

8.2

A simple ‘hands up’ survey of students and staff to monitor their mode of travel and preferred
mode of travel will be organised and undertaken by the School annually in January.

8.3

The results of the annual surveys will be reviewed by the STP Working Group once the surveys
have been undertaken and analysed in January. They will be submitted to the STP Officer at
BFC for consideration.

8.4

Should the results of the surveys indicate that sufficient progress has not been made in the
preceding year; alternative or additional measures may be discussed with the STP Officer and
agreed for inclusion in a Revised Action Plan.

8.5

It is anticipated that the STP will be fully reviewed in autumn 2014 and once again when the
School is fully occupied in September 2018. A full and comprehensive consultation exercise will
be repeated during each of these review periods to ensure that any new issues that have arisen
in the preceding three years are identified and addressed in the STP Review.

8.6

The long term targets agreed as part of the Final STP prior to the commencement of the
expansion programme will be reviewed in 2014 and adjusted where necessary.
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Appendix A – School Travel
Plan Review 2011
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Appendix B – 2011 Staff and
Pupil Postcode Plots
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2011 Postcode Plot for Staff at Meadow Vale Primary School
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

This Technical Note has been prepared by Cole Easdon Consultants on behalf of
Bracknell Forest Council in respect of a proposed expansion of Meadow Vale Primary
School at Moordale Avenue, Bracknell. Refer to CEC Plan 2887/201 [Site Location
Plan] contained within Appendix 1.

1.2

This note considers the impact of the proposed expansion of Meadow Vale Primary
School, on staff parking, including both on and off-street parking.

It has been

prepared following discussions with Officers from Bracknell Forest Council (BFC),
which is the Local Planning Authority and Highway Authority for the area.

1.3

Issue 3 of this report has been updated following comments received from Highway
Officers of Bracknell Forest Council in August 2010. These comments related to:

§

levels of on-street staff parking;

§

the potential use of Fernhill Close for additional parking; and

§

the potential for a formalised crossing point on Moordsale Avenue, between the
junctions with Priestwood avenue and Fernhill Close.

Need for Study
1.4

This Technical Note has been prepared to support a full planning application in
respect of the proposed school expansion. A Transport Assessment and School Travel
Plan have been submitted as part of the planning application, as separate documents.
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Study Objectives
1.5

Section 2.0 of this Technical Note outlines the existing and proposed levels of staff
parking, Section 3.0 discusses the potential for off-site highway improvement works
in the Fernhill Close area, and Section 4.0 concludes with a summary discussion and
recommendations.
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2.0

STAFF PARKING

Existing On-Site Car Parking
2.1

The existing eastern car park provides parking for 22 vehicles (including 1 disabled
space) whilst the western car park provides parking for 8 vehicles (including 1
designated space for the head teacher and 1 designated space for the deputy head).
On the day of the original site visit (4th November 2009) 27 vehicles were parked
within the eastern car park, whilst 15 vehicles were parked within the western car
park. Both car parks are reserved for the use of staff members only and cannot be
used by parents.

Proposed On-Site Car Parking
2.2

Parking for the extension to the school is to be provided in accordance with the
maximum standards outlined in the Bracknell Forest Parking Standards (2007) as
agreed with Highway Officers. The parking standards for Primary Schools are set out
below, where these are based on an additional 7 teaching staff, 4 non-teaching staff
and 210 pupils:

Car Parking (maximum standards)
§

1 space per teaching staff member, 1 space per 3 non-teaching staff members, 1
space per 30 pupils = 7 + 2 + 7 = 16

Cycle Parking
§

1 space per 10 pupils = 21

Motorcycle Parking
§

1 space per 250 pupils at least 1, whichever the greater = 1
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2.2

Contd.

Disabled Parking
§

1 space or 6% of total capacity of spaces for all facilities (16 car parking spaces
are proposed) = 1 disabled space

2.3

The additional car parking facilities are proposed off Priestwood Avenue, where the
existing pedestrian access is located. However, the proposed expansion of Meadow
Vale Primary School has enabled the existing parking layouts to be rationalised,
where some of the existing parking spaces (spaces 1, 2 and 9-12 shown on EC Harris’
drawing MV/PL/01 contained within Appendix 1) do not meet current design
standards. Refer to EC Harris’ Plan MV/PL/08 [Proposed Site Layout] contained
within Appendix 1 showing the proposed rationalisation of these existing spaces
together with the additional parking provision..

2.4

In addition to the 16 car parking spaces that are to be provided for the extended
school, 16 additional parking spaces will be provided for the existing uses, in order to
off-set the existing under provision of parking, which should help to alleviate onstreet parking.

2.5

The proposal to implement 32 new car parking spaces (16 for the extended school and
16 for the existing uses on the site) results in a total proposed parking provision of
some 62 spaces. Based on the above standards, a primary school with 32 teaching
staff (25 existing and 7 proposed), 53 non-teaching staff (49 existing and 4 proposed)
and 630 pupils (420 existing and 210 proposed) results in a maximum car parking
provision of 71 car parking spaces (32 + 18 + 21). Even without taking the on-site
nursery into account, it can be seen that the proposal for a total of 62 parking spaces,
is therefore still significantly lower than the maximum parking standards allowed.
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Existing Staff
2.6

CEC organised for a pupil ‘hands-up’ travel survey and a staff travel survey to be
undertaken in October 2009. At that time, Meadow Vale Primary School had some
25 teaching staff and 52 support staff.

2.7

The October 2009 surveys revealed that some 82% of teachers and support staff travel
to the school by car, equating to some 63 vehicles.

2.8

Based on the existing parking layout of 30 spaces and the observed 42 vehicles parked
within the school grounds, it can be predicted that some 21-33 staff vehicles are
parked on the surrounding highway network at any one time, this depending on the
level of double parking within the school’s car parks.

Proposed Staff
2.9

CEC has been advised by the Headmaster of Meadow Vale Primary School that there
will be an additional 7 teachers and 4 non-teaching staff. The total number of staff
will therefore be 88.

2.10

For the purposes of this assessment, the above proportions of car trips have been
applied to the proposed level of staff that will result from the extension to the school.
This will result in a predicted 72 staff travelling to the school by car (82% of 88).

2.11

Based on the proposed parking layout of 62 spaces, it can be predicted that some 10
staff vehicles will be parked on the surrounding highway network, although this may
reduce further if staff ‘double park’ as they currently do within the school grounds, or
adopt a more sustainable mode of travel as a result of the School Travel Plan
measures that will be implemented.
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Changing in Staff Parking
2.12

Comparison of the existing and proposed situations therefore suggests a decrease in
staff vehicles parked on the surrounding highway network, of some 11 (10 vehicles
compared to 21) to 23 (10 vehicles compared to 33) vehicles, the latter assuming that
no future ‘double parking’ takes place within the school car parks as is presently the
case.

2.13

It should be noted that the Travel Plan targets a continued increase in the number of
pupils and staff travelling to the school by sustainable modes, and therefore a
maximum of 10 member of staff parking on the surrounding highway network is
considered a worst case scenario.

September 2010 Staff Parking Survey
2.14

At the request of Highway Officers from BFC, a further staff parking survey was
undertaken on 16th September 2010 by all staff present that day. The survey asked if
each member of staff drove to school by car on that day and of so where they had
parked their car (either within the school grounds or to be marked with a cross on the
map provided).

2.15

As stated in paragraph 2.6 above, there are approximately 25 teaching staff and 52
support staff at the school. However, not all staff will be on-site at any one time. On
the day of the survey, 48 members of staff were present, all of which completed the
survey.

2.16

Of the 48 members of staff present, 38 drove to school that day, with 36 of these
parking within the school grounds (though not necessarily within a designated parking
space) and 2 members of staff parking on Moordale Avenue, in the vicinity of the
western car park.

___________________________________________________________________________
Cole Easdon Consultants (CEC)

NOVEMBER 2010

- 6 -

TECHNICAL NOTE ON STAFF PARKING
PROPOSED EXPANSION OF MEADOW VALE PRIMARY SCHOOL, MOORDALE AVENUE, BRACKNELL
____________________________________________________________________________________

2.17

An additional 7 teachers and 4 non-teaching staff, could therefore easily be
accommodated within the proposed car parking being proposed as part of this
planning application. The October 2009 surveys which suggest that there is potential
for a maximum of 10 members of staff to park on the surrounding highway network is
therefore considered a worst case scenario. Existing parking behaviour by staff
demonstrates that such levels of parking can be adequately accommodated on the
local streets without issue
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3.0

OFF-SITE HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT WORKS

Fernhill Close
3.1

Highway Officers raised the possibility that it may be of use to create additional
parking within Fernhill Close, where the Highway Officer felt that the creation of
parking bays could also benefit local residents. We have therefore investigated the
use of the Close by parents to try and estimate the impact that any proposal may have.

3.2

We attended site on 12th November 2010, to observe both the drop off and pick up
times in the Fernhill Close area. During the morning drop off period, a total of eight
vehicles were observed parking in Fernhill Close to drop off. During the afternoon
pick up period a total of nine vehicles were observed. There was no blocking of
driveways by those parking to drop off / pick up. Even at the busiest time there was
still space for some eight additional vehicles to park. We therefore conclude that
there is no need for additional parking spaces to be made available. Ample space was
also available through out the day, outside of the school drop off and pick up times.

Moordale Avenue Crossing
3.3

Highway Officers advised that although there is currently no formalised crossing
point, they believe there is an existing desire line for pedestrians coming to and from
the school, crossing Moordale Avenue between the junctions with Priestwood Avenue
and Fernhill Close.

3.4

At this location there is a bus stop with raised Kassel kerbs, and speed cushions. The
single yellow lines continue from Priestwood Avenue to the western edge of the speed
cushion. Vehicles were observed parking on the speed cushion at the southern kerb of
Moordale Avenue. Pedestrians were observed walking from Boltons Lane, through
Fernhill Close, crossing Moordale Avenue before continuing along Priestwood
Avenue to the rear entrance to Meadow Vale Primary School.
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3.4

Contd.
This would confirm the Highway Officers view that there is a pedestrian desire line at
this location. Whilst this location is not ideal to encourage parents and children to
cross at, it is felt that there is little that could be done to dissuade pedestrians from
crossing at this location.

3.5

We therefore suggest that the existing speed cushions are relocated a sufficient
distance eastwards, in order to provide an informal crossing point (with dropped
kerbs and tactile paving) between the bus stop and the relocated speed cushions.
Road marking Diag Ref 1026.1 could be used across the dropped kerb location to
prevent parking at the crossing. The possibility of employing a school crossing patrol
officer at this location should also be considered, to further reduce potential conflict
between pedestrians and vehicles.
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4.0

SUMMARY & RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1

This Technical Note has been prepared by Cole Easdon Consultants on behalf of
Bracknell Forest Council in respect of a proposed expansion of Meadow Vale Primary
School at Moordale Avenue, Bracknell.

4.2

The comparison undertaken within this Technical Note predicts that on a worst case
scenario, some 21-33 staff vehicles currently park on the surrounding highway
network (based on the results of the staff surveys undertaken in October 2009). Based
on the same proportion of car drivers, and the increased on-site parking provision, it is
predicted that a maximum of some 10 staff vehicles will be parked on the surrounding
highway network, thereby resulting in a reduction in on-street parking by staff in the
region of some 11-23 vehicles.

4.3

We conclude from our work undertaken, that the proposed expansion of Meadow
Vale School and the proposed level of car parking that will be provided, will improve
the current parking situation, by reducing the number of staff members who may park
on the surrounding public highway.

4.4

We suggest that the existing speed cushions on Moordale Avenue (between the
junctions with Priestwood Avenue and Fernhill Close) are relocated a sufficient
distance eastwards, in order to provide an informal crossing point (with dropped
kerbs and tactile paving) between the bus stop and the relocated speed cushions. The
possibility of employing a school crossing patrol officer at this location should also be
considered, to further reduce potential conflict between pedestrians and vehicles.
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4.5

Based on these conclusions, it is considered that there are no transport related reasons
to preclude the expansion of this site, subject to the implementation of the crossing
improvements on Moordale Avenue and those measures identified within the
Transport Assessment, as well as ongoing support of the School Travel Plan targets
and objectives.

CEC – November 2010
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Appendix B:

Action
Place Travel Plan tab on main homepage of School website
This will include the following information

Action Plan

Target Date

Lead Person

Others Involved

Commencement
September 2011

STP Champion

IT Support

Head Teacher
i.

A copy of the approved STP

ii.

A copy of the STP new starter information
leaflet

iii.

Information from the Road Safety Team at BFC
on forthcoming events

iv.

Information on the school breakfast club

v.

Information on after school clubs, including a
link to the KOOSA website

vi.

Up to date information on transport related
issues including any planned improvement
schemes or disruptions to existing services etc.

vii.

Details of cycling initiatives (new cycle facilities,
BUG, cycle buddy scheme

viii.

Details of how to arrange ad-hoc car sharing
arrangements and a link to the Bracknell Forest
Travelshare website

ix.

Details of sustainable travel options to access
the School for visitors and a statement that the
School has “no on-site car parking facility”

x.

Details of the Jock’s Lane Car Park Walking
Bus Scheme

xi.

A copy of the Eco-Schools leaflet

xii.

Relevant contact details at BFC and the School
for transport related issues

Completion
December 2011

(See below for
individual target
dates for
production of
various elements
that will make up
the Travel Plan
webpage)

Page 1 of 4

BFC Road Safety
Team

Completed

Appendix B:
Preparation of a STP Information Leaflet to be provided to
all students in the first instance and from September 2012
included in the ‘New Parent Packs’

STP Champion
Annually from
September 2012

Action Plan
Head Teacher
School Governors

This will be reviewed and updated annually in line with any
changes and updates in the STP
Include information relating to the STP and the School’s
commitment to its success in achieving mode shift within the
School prospectus
Liaise with the BFC Road Safety Team to arrange Road
Safety Education Days at the School

September 2012

STP Champion

Head Teacher
School Governors

October 2011

School travel Plan
Working Group

Head Teacher
BFC Road Safety
Team
Teaching Staff

Liaise with the BFC Road Safety Team to obtain Road
Safety Education Packs and discuss how these can be used
in the School

October 2011

School Travel Plan
Working Group

Head Teacher
BFC Road Safety
Team
Teaching Staff

Participation in the Inter School Quiz run by BFC Road
Safety Team

Annually
(as run by BFC)

School Travel Plan
Working Group

BFC Road Safety
Team
Teaching Staff

Participation in ‘Walk on Wednesdays’
The School will liaise with the BFC STP Coordinator to
obtain materials and assistance with WoW.

From September
2011

School Travel Plan
Working Group

BFC STP
Coordinator
Teaching Staff

Expansion of breakfast club with aim of reaching full
capacity and continued promotion of after school clubs,
including continued support of KOOSA.

September 2011

Introduction of a Walking Bus from Jock’s Lane Car Park

September 2011

Head Teacher

Teaching Staff
School Governors

Head Teacher

School Travel Plan
Working Group
BFC STP
Coordinator

Page 2 of 4

Appendix B:
Introduction of new concepts into the curriculum.

January 2012

Head Teacher

This needs to be a well thought out programme within the
curriculum which will continue to be used on a yearly basis
once produced and in place per year group.

Action Plan
Teaching Staff
School Governors
School Travel Plan
Working Group

For this reason the target date for initial production of quality
material is extended to a mid-term target date.

Raise awareness on health and environmental benefits
through regular poster campaigns

Reviewed and
updated for
summer and winter
terms relative to
different weather
conditions (e.g.
increased
promotion of
walking and cycling
in summer months
and importance of
keeping healthy to
prevent illness
during winter
months)

Any severe health
related notices will
be placed
immediately on
School website.

Page 3 of 4

School Nurse Team

Teaching Staff

Appendix B:
Pupil participation in maintenance and improvement of the
school environment e.g. litter collection and tree planting

March 2012

STP Champion

The School will produce an Eco-Schools leaflet to raise
awareness of the School environment

Action Plan
Teaching Staff

Site Manager

Establish a bicycle users group (BUG) for pupils and staff

March 2012

STP Champion

School Travel Plan
Working Group

Introduction of a ‘cycle buddy’ scheme

March 2012

STP Champion

School Travel Plan
Working Group

September 2011

IT Support

Head Teacher

Promotion of car sharing on STP website page

School Travel Plan
Working Group
Introduction of a car share database for staff and promotion
of Bracknell Forest Travelshare website on the STP website
pages

September 2011

STP Champion

IT Support
Teaching Staff
School Travel Plan
Working Group

Monitoring use of car park for capacity issues. To be
recorded and included within the STP to monitor capacity
issues.
Provision of shelters for parents to wait when collecting
children during bad weather

Termly

Site Manager

Head Teacher
STP Champion

September 2012

n/a

n/a

From September
2011

Head Teacher

IT Support

Included in design of new School buildings
Provide information to visitors on sustainable means of
travelling to and from the school in written communication
and on the school website
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MEADOW VALE SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN
RESIDENTS’ CONSULTATION
Dear Resident,
As you may be aware it is proposed to increase the size of Meadow Vale Primary
School so that we are able to accommodate an additional 210 pupils. The plan is that
the school will gradually increase the intake of students each year until the full
expansion programme is completed in 2017.
A planning application for the proposed expansion has already been submitted and
included a Framework School Travel Plan (STP). A copy of the current STP can be
found on the schools website (www.meadowvaleprimary.co.uk).
The aims of the STP are to:
•

Improve safety on the school journey

•

Increase travel awareness

•

Reduce the number of car trips made by parents, staff and pupils

•

Encourage walking, cycling and public transport use on the school journey

To help us to finalise the STP we are undertaking consultations with students, staff,
parents, Governors and residents. We would really appreciate your views on any traffic
and parking problems that arise regularly during school drop off and pick up periods.
We would therefore be grateful if you could respond to the questions overleaf and either
email us your comments to meadowvale@robertwest.co.uk or post this questionnaire in
the letterbox at the front entrance to the school.
Thank you for your help and look forward to hearing from you.
Nigel Duncan
Head Teacher, Meadow Vale School

Kkkkkkkkkkkk

1. Whereabouts do you live? (Please tell us the name of your street)

2. What is your opinion of traffic levels and safety on local roads during the morning and
afternoon periods?

3. During the morning and afternoon are you and your visitors able to find somewhere
convenient to park close to your home?

4. Do you have any ideas about how we could reduce the impact of traffic generated by
the school?

Please continue on a separate sheet as necessary.
Please provide responses by Monday 1st August.

Delta House
175–177 Borough High Street
London SE1 1HR

T
F
E
I

+44 (0)20 7939 9916
+44 (0)20 7939 9909
london@robertwest.co.uk
www.robertwest.co.uk

th

8 July 2011

Dear Parent,
Meadow Vale Primary School – School Travel Plan Consultation
As you may be aware it is proposed to increase the size of Meadow Vale Primary School so that we are able to
accommodate an additional 210 pupils. The intention is that the school will increase the number of students
incrementally each year until the full expansion programme is completed in 2017.
As part of the planning application process we need to update our School Travel Plan and would welcome your
views regarding school related pedestrian, cycle and traffic movements, as well as parking matters. Our intention
is to respond to your concerns and implement measures where we can to remedy issues and problems.
I would be grateful if you could take a few minutes to respond to the questions outlined on the following page.
Responses can be emailed directly to meadowvale@robertwest.co.uk or can be handed in to the school
reception .
The deadline for receipt of responses is MONDAY 18th JULY.
If you have any other comments or queries that you would like to raise please do not hesitate to let us know using
the email address above or on the enclosed sheet.
Yours sincerely,

Nigel Duncan
Headteacher

Consulting Engineers
Registered office: Delta House, 175–177 Borough High Street, London, SE1 1HR Registered in Cardiff No: 2901674
Robert West Consulting Limited (trading as Robert West) is a subsidiary of Robert West Holdings Limited

1. Approximately how far do you live from the school?

2. What is the age of your child/ children attending the school?

3. What is the most difficult part of your childs journey to school?

4. What influences how your child travels to school (e.g. distance, cost, safety, facilities, weather,
parents work commitments)?

5. What are your thoughts on traffic and parking in the streets surrounding the school?

6. If your child doesn’t walk to school, is there anything we could do to change this?

7. If you live too far away from the school for walking to be practical, what could we do to encourage
your child to use public transport for travel to school?

8. At present very few students cycle to school. What could we do that to enable more children to
cycle to school?

9. Any other comments

STAFF SURVEY - MEADOW VALE PRIMARY SCHOOL
1. Currently what is your main mode of travel to school?
Car
Car share
Train
Bus
Underground
Cycle
Walk
Motorcycle
Other
2. What is your final mode of travel (e.g. underground then walk to school)?
Car
Car share
Train
Bus
Underground
Cycle
Walk
Motorcycle
Other
3. If walking is your final mode approximately how far do you walk (in minutes)?

4. What would be your preferred mode of travel to work?
Car
Car share
Train
Bus
Underground
Cycle
Walk
Motorcycle
Other
5. Do you currently drive to school?

6. Do you car-share?

7. If not would you consider car sharing with a colleague?

8. Does anything discourage you from travelling on public transport?

9. What would encourage you to travel on public transport?

10. Does anything discourage you from cycling?

11. What would encourage you to cycle?

12. What would encourage you to walk to school?

13. What are your usual working hours?

14. Is there anything else you would like to comment on?

